Domestic abuse: protection, intervention and the role of the law.
District nursing sister Gwen Abbot suspects that one of her patients, a 35-year-old woman who lives with her partner in a rented one bedroom flat, is being abused. The woman is reluctant to explain the frequent bruising that is present around her arms and breasts when the district nurse visits. Sister Abbot wonders if she should get involved and if there were any legal measures the patient could take to protect herself from abuse.